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Course Description
      The present course gathers a number of lectures and tutorials that cover the whole ESP syllabus of 3rd year licence level. As a new module, ESP is introduced to third year students for the first time, the reason why, it is designed to highlight some definitions, principles, theories and practical implications of ESP in the teaching field. The course aims at developing students’ knowledge about ESP and guiding them towards achieving successful teaching process. Throughout the course, students are not only expected to broaden their learning competencies related to ESP but also take part and contribute to design their own future courses. This would, indeed, explain the practical side of some parts of the course constituents. The immense role of the teacher in the course is to provide learners with the necessary knowledge about ESP as a preliminary step to prepare them to take more initiatives in designing effective ESP courses for specific fields. With regard to the student’s role, it is to acquire basic knowledge about the concept of ESP and develop a kind of autonomous learning on how to teach specific type of English to a particular group of learners.
     As far as the organizational pattern of the course is concerned, it stands on two main axes: First, Introduction to ESP and second, ESP course design. (See figure 01). 
     The first axe is mostly theoretical and covers the first semester of the academic year. It generally, deals with the basic concepts of ESP trying to answer a number of questions raised by ESP beginner learners such as:  What is ESP? Why do we study it? What is the origin of ESP? How did it develop? What are the types of ESP? What does it make ESP different from General English? The objective is, undoubtedly, to equip third year students with the crucial basic ESP knowledge and enlighten the most important issues related to this new discipline.
      The second axe is more practical and is, mostly, tackled in the second semester. It is devoted to expose the most crucial components of an ESP course design by referring to the major elements of a successful ESP course. The objective is to provide learners with the necessary tools of designing ESP courses and enable them to take more responsibility in teaching effective ESP.
    At the end, one should note that some of the course lessons, if not most of them, take more than one session of time to achieve the desired objectives, for they cover some classroom communication assignments, group discussions or project presentations.
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1. Approaches to Course Design
1. Factors Affecting ESP Course Design 
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1. Syllabus Design
1. Material Design
1. Methodology in ESP
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Figure 01:  Organization of the Course

Learning Outcomes
      By the end of the present course, my students will be able to achieve the following objectives:
1. Broaden their knowledge about the field of ESP and get acquainted to deal with the different concepts related to the field.
1. Have a clear idea about the ESP teaching process.
1. Know how to design effective ESP courses.
1. Be able to distinguish between EGP and ESP teaching process.
1. Enable learners to identify their learners’ needs, select their own materials and implement their syllabuses.
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Introduction to ESP












Lesson 1                                 ESP Definitions and Characteristics
1-Lesson Description
     The present lesson takes the form of a lecture through which the lecturer exposes a number of ESP definitions raised by some ESP figures in terms of different aspects such as: the learners’ age and the time of learning, the purposes and the objectives of the courses, the materials and methodology, and finally the characteristics of ESP
2- Lesson Objectives
    By the end of the lesson, students will be able to grasp the meaning of ESP, analyze and paraphrase any definition related to ESP.
3- Lesson Content
3.1-Introduction
     The world has become a global community thanks to air travel and social media such as: face book, Skype, twitter...etc. This urges many people improve communication and exchange ideas to facilitate social interaction and satisfy their needs in different domains of life; medicine, economy, business, environment, engineering, law, education and so on. As a consequence of this noticeable change, a great number of individuals are seeking to improve their English language skills for highly specific academic or professional purposes.
3.2- What is ESP?
     Although ESP, as a discipline, has existed for more than decades, there still has been a considerable debate about its exact meaning. Yassin (1999) points out: “It would not be possible to give an accurate and precise definition of ESP as it is by its very nature an interdisciplinary area of enquiry”. However, to grasp the real meaning of ESP, one should consider many aspects such as: the characteristics of ESP, the learners’ age and the time of learning, the purposes and the objectives of the courses, the materials and the methodology. These make it difficult to give a universal definition of ESP. Nevertheless, it is very crucial to expose some definitions and explanations of ESP raised by a number of ESP scholars and thinkers.
English for specific purposes refers to the teaching and learning of English as a second or foreign language where the goal of the learners is to use English in a particular domain. (Paltridge &Starfield 2013)
For Hutchinson and Waters (1987)ESP is an approach to language teaching based on learner’s needs and reasons for learning a language , it is not a product but“an approach to language teaching in which all decisions as to content and method are based on the learner’s reason for learning”. 
     With regard to John Munby (1978) “ESP courses are those where the syllabus and materials are determined in all essentials by the prior analysis of the communication needs of the learner”. The notion of ESP courses and communication needs are emphasized in ESP context. In this respect and unlike many other research areas in theoretical and applied linguistics, ESP has been, at its core, a practitioners' movement, devoted to establishing, through careful research, the needs and relevant discourse features for a targeted group of students. (Johns 2013)
Mackay and Mountford (1978) regard English for Specific Purposes as:
A restricted repertoire of words and expressions selected from the whole language because that restricted repertoire covers every requirement within a well defined context, task or vocation.
      This means that ESP is a language tailored according to specific needs to match specific situations. Respectively, Mackay and Mountford (1978) add that:
 ESP is generally used to refer to the teaching of English for a clearly utilitarian purpose, this purpose is usually defined with reference to some occupational requirements, (e.g.: for international telephone operators)… or vocational training programmes, (e.g.: for hotel and catering staff)…or some academic or professional study, (e.g.: engineering)…
McDonough (1984) thinks that ESP is a focus of language teaching activity which certainly has its own range of emphases and priorities. He stresses that ESP is a kind of language teaching activity.
Dudley-Evans and St. John (1998) have modified Strevens’(1988) definition and define ESP in terms of ‘absolute’ and ‘variable’ characteristics.
3.3- Characteristics of ESP
A)-Absolute Characteristics
1. ESP is defined to meet specific needs of the learners 
2. ESP makes use of underlying methodology and activities of the discipline it serves 
3. ESP is centered on the language appropriate to these activities in terms of grammar, lexis, register, study skills, discourse and genre. 
B)-Variable Characteristics
1. ESP may be related to or designed for specific disciplines 
2. ESP may use, in specific teaching situations, a different methodology from that of General English 
3. ESP is likely to be designed for adult learners, either at a tertiary level institution or in a professional work situation. It could, however, be for learners at secondary school level 
4. ESP is generally designed for intermediate or advanced students. 
5. Most ESP courses assume some basic knowledge of the language systems 
       The above definition reveals the absolute characteristics that can be found in any field of ESP. Within the variable ones, the changes from one branch to another can be noticed in ESP which has witnessed an amount of affecting factors that contribute tremendously in the rise and development of this new discipline.
3.4- Conclusion
     Generally speaking, ESP is not an end in itself but mainly a means to achieve such an end. It aims to increase the linguistic potentialities of a given group of learners who need English for occupational purposes or studies. In other words, ESP courses aim at developing the learners’ receptive and productive skills required to understand spoken or written information in English and use it as a medium of communication in the target situation. Therefore, ESP is considered as part of the recent trend within the ELT sphere towards a more communicative basis for teaching and learning within a given context (Escribano, 1999).
3.5- Classroom Assignment
   Paraphrase the definition of ESP below in few lines of your own referring to the main points raised by the authors and justifying your answer by a number of examples.
English for Specific Purposes (ESP) is a movement based on the proposition that all language teaching should be tailored to the specific learning and language use needs of identified groups of students—and also sensitive to the socio cultural contexts in which these students will be using English. 
 Johns and Price-Machado’s (2001, p. 43)                           
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