Lesson 2                                           The Origin of ESP

1-Lesson Description
      The present lesson sheds light on the history of ESP through exposing the main reasons behind its emergence through exposing the major economic reasons, the linguistic factors and the students’ psychological needs   . 
2- Lesson Objectives
       By the end of the lesson, students will be able to identify the origin of ESP and the main reasons behind its emergence.
3- Lesson Content
3.1-Introduction
     English for Specific Purposes is, as mentioned previously, a new field in the world of language teaching. This new discipline is concerned with designing courses which meet the specific needs of the learners in their academic and professional settings. It is characterized by involving teaching/learning of English for a clearly unique and identifiable goal, using specific materials related to that goal. It is more concerned with the learner as an individual. It gives great importance to practical outcomes.   
The main concerns of ESP have always been, and will remain, with needs analysis, text analysis, and preparing learners to communicate effectively in the tasks prescribed by their study or work situation. (Dudley- Evans and Jo St John, 1998). 
3.2-The Reasons of the Emergence of ESP
       The emergence of ESP in the history of teaching/ learning process did not happen at a random; there were, indeed, three main reasons behind the rise and development of this new discipline: First, economic circumstances. Second, linguistic factors, and third, psychological needs. So, how did these interrelated factors affect the rise of ESP as a new field of study in the process of English Language Teaching (ELT)?
3.2.1 - Economic Reasons
       Technology and commerce were two major factors behind the emergence of ESP. In fact,  they did not only contribute to the progress of humanity but they also gave birth to an international language which could create a new generation of learners who knew specifically why they were learning a language.“ Situations where the student has some specific reasons for wanting to learn a language” (Harmer, 1983).Thus, English which was the language of USA, the great powerful country in the world after the First World War, could serve better for that goal.
Hutchinson et al (1987) affirm that the end of the Second World War and the oil crisis of the early 1970s were two key historical periods in the life of ESP.
      First, the need to learn English after the end of the Second World War to meet the challenges of the ‘New World’ as described by Hutchison et al (1987) is of a significant importance in ESP emergence. During this period, i.e., in the mid 1940s till the present time, a great development occurred and still occurs, basically reflected in the progress of science and technology. As a result, and in order to ensure better access to scientific and technological knowledge; a vast majority of people who are in most cases Non-Native Speakers of English (NNS) tend to learn English because most scientific researches and publications are written in English.
     Second, the World Oil Crisis of the early 1970’s revealed the importance of English as a language of knowledge especially among the rich countries. Therefore, “English suddenly became big business and commercial pressures began to exert an influence” (Hutchinson and Waters,1987).On the whole, the general effect of this development made the language teaching profession a necessity not to deliver the required goods but also to express the needs, wishes and demands.
3.2.2- Linguistic Factors
        The second key reason cited as having a tremendous impact on the emergence of ESP was a revolution in linguistics. The latter could be easily explained through the shift from describing the features of language by traditional linguists to the focus on the way in which language is used in real communications. Flowerdew et al (2001) argue:
A revolution in linguistics was brought by the three linguists: Halliday, McIntosh and Strevens 1964 who state the view that language should be seen as a source of communication which may vary according to the situations or the contexts. As opposed to theoretical linguists who traditionally saw language as an abstract system. 
      This new attitude towards English helped Hutchinson and Waters (1987) to conclude that spoken and written vary. i.e., English may change according to the context in which it is used. That’s why the late 60’s and the early 70’s witnessed many attempts to describe English for science and technology. In 1964, Halliday, McIntosh along side with Strevens agree on the type of linguistic analysis which they introduced and which they refer to as register analysis. Another prominent type of analysis related to language description is discourse analysis.
3.2.3- Psychological Needs
      The final reason Hutchinson and Waters (1987) cited as having influenced the emergence of ESP was rather psychological. Here, more attention was given to the ways in which learners acquire language and the differences in the ways language is acquired. In other words, learners were taught to use many learning strategies and different skills to express different needs and interests. As a result, the learners ‘needs became as necessary as transmitting the linguistic knowledge. This paved the way to what was later called learner-centred approach. This is based on the belief that learners’ needs and interests seem to have an influence on their motivation as well as the effectiveness of their learning. As far as ESP courses are concerned, one may notice that since the focus on the learner is of a vital value, needs analysis is of equal importance, too. In this way, learners along side with their needs consist the primary concerns for the ESP practitioner while he draws his/her syllabus and design his courses
3.3- The Future of ESP
     In his work on ‘The future of ESP research’ in the “Handbook of English for Specific Purposes” Belcher (2013) states that there is a very little work to be examined about the area of ESP in spite of all the text linguistic research that has been introduced . He adds that much research should take place to examine the undergraduate students’ needs and the language issues they face. However, an increasing interest in conducting research on English for professional academic purposes (EPAP). This explains the work in the area of English for community membership purposes that seeks identifying the linguistic learners’ needs far from their employment or academic contexts, and stressing their daily communication needs, particularly the adult migrant education area. 
     With regard to developing ESP teachers’ competencies in the field of teaching process, Belcher (2013) refers to the need of further research on the nature of ESP expertise about how people become successful ESP teachers and how to develop their expertise in the area. In the same context, there is a need to go beyond the native speaker’s model when determining the learners’ goals and précising to what extent they need to be ‘native like’ rather than expert users of the language   
     To help learners achieve their long term goals to achieve successful learning, Belcher and Lukkarila (2009) point out that we need to know more about how learners see themselves. In other words, put learners ‘front and centre’ when analyzing their needs, i.e., become central instead of peripheral (Lave & Wenger 1991).
3.4- Group Discussion
a) - Why was ESP introduced in your country or teaching institution? What kinds of ESP are taught?
b) - “Tell me what you need English for and I will tell you the English that you need”.(Hutchinson and Waters, 1987). How justifiable do you think this claim is for ESP?
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