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I. Reading 
Read the text carefully to do the activities
   Materials are probably more deep seated in our culture than most of us realize. Transportation, housing, clothing, communication, recreation, and food production, virtually every segment of our everyday lives is influenced to one degree or another by materials.   
   Historically, the development and advancement of societies have been intimately tied to the members’ ability to produce and manipulate materials to fill their needs. In fact, early civilizations have been designated by the level of their materials development (Stone Age, Bronze Age, Iron Age).
   The earliest humans had access to only a very limited number of materials, those that occur naturally: stone, wood, clay, skins, and so on. With time, they discovered techniques for producing materials that had properties superior to those of the natural ones; these new materials included pottery and various metals. Furthermore, it was discovered that the properties of a material could be altered by heat treatments and by the addition of other substances. At this point, materials utilization was totally a selection process that involved deciding from a given, rather limited set of materials the one best suited for an application by virtue of its characteristics. It was not until relatively recent times that scientists came to understand the relationships between the structural elements of materials and their properties. 
   This knowledge, acquired over approximately the past 100 years, has empowered them to fashion, to a large degree, the characteristics of materials. Thus, tens of thousands of different materials have evolved with rather specialized characteristics that meet the needs of our modern and complex society, including metals, plastics, glasses, and fibers. 
   The development of many technologies that make our existence so comfortable has been intimately associated with the accessibility of suitable materials. An advancement in the understanding of a material type is often the forerunner to the stepwise progression of a technology. For example, automobiles would not have been possible without the availability of inexpensive steel or some other comparable substitute. In the contemporary era, sophisticated electronic devices rely on components that are made from what are called semiconducting materials.
II. Comprehension 
1- Give a suitable title for the text.

2- Say whether the following statements are true or false:
a) Materials are so far from our culture and society.
b) the natural materials have properties superior to the produced ones. 
c) nothing can change the properties of a material.
d) the suitable materials have made our life more comfortable.

3- Answer the following questions according to the text.
a) What’s the very limited materials that the earliest humans had access to?
b) What was a selection process that involved deciding from a given?

c) Did the scientist understand the relationship between the structural elements of materials and their properties? And mention when?
d) What made the existence of automobiles possible?

4- Find what or who the underlined words in the text refer to.
Their (§2)                                    those (§3)                                                 that (§5)
III. Text Exploration 
1. Find in the text words or phrases that are closest in meaning to the following:
Part (§1) = …..                                   changed (§3) =…..

2. Give the opposites of the following words keeping the same root.
Early    -    superior    -   modern 

3. Complete the chart as shown in the example.

	verb
	noun
	adjective

	[bookmark: _GoBack]To produce
	
	

	
	treatment
	

	
	
	suitable



4. Fill in each gap with the appropriate word from the list given.
 producing - Verb (to be) - access - searching - opposite of (inferior) 
Historically, humans had only …. to limited natural materials but after years of…., scientist …. able to discover techniques for ……. materials that had properties ……. to those of the natural ones and made our life easy and comfortable. 












1- Title: history of materials.

2- Say whether the following statements are true or false:
a) false
b) false 
c) false
d) true

3- Answer the following questions according to the text.

a) What’s the very limited materials that the earliest humans had access to?
The very limited materials that the earliest humans had access to are: stone, wood, clay, skins, and so on.
b) What was a selection process that involved deciding from a given?
Materials utilization was a selection process that involved deciding from a given.
c) Did the scientist understand the relationship between the structural elements of materials and their properties? And mention when?
Yes, scientists understood the relationships between the structural elements of materials and their properties, at recent times.
d) What made the existence of automobiles possible?
Automobiles would not have been possible without the availability of inexpensive steel or some other comparable substitute.

e) Find what or who the underlined words in the text refer to.
Their (§2): societies members          those (§3): materials               that (§5): technologies
f) Text Exploration 
1) Find in the text words or phrases that are closest in meaning to the following:
Part (§1) = segment                                  changed (§3) =altered

2) Give the opposites of the following words keeping the same root.
Early ≠ late    -    superior ≠ inferior   -   modern ≠ old 

3) Complete the chart as shown in the example.

	verb
	noun
	adjective

	To produce
	production
	productive

	To treat
	treatment
	treatable

	To suit 
	suitability
	suitable







4) Fill in each gap with the appropriate word from the list given.
Historically, humans had only access to limited natural materials but after years of searching scientist were able to discover techniques for producing materials that had properties superior to those of the natural ones and made our life easy and comfortable. 
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