Lesson 3                                                 Objectives in Teaching ESP

1-Lesson Description
     The following lesson highlights the goals, aims and objectives of teaching ESP which is quite different from teaching General English.  
2- Lesson Objectives
       By the end of the lesson, students will be able to state the objectives of teaching ESP and design effective ESP courses on the basis of analyzing their learners ‘needs and identifying their goals of taking ESP courses.
3- Lesson Content
3.1-Why is ESP important? 
      ESP has become increasingly important as: 
a. There has been an increase in vocational training and learning throughout the world.
b. With the spread of globalization, an increasing use of English as the language of international communication has spread all over the world. In other words, more and more people are using English in a growing number of occupational and academic contexts. 
c. Students are starting to learn and therefore master general English at a younger age, and so move on to ESP at an earlier age.
       In some English speaking countries governments are launching initiatives to help economic migrants obtain the practical English skills necessary to function in the workplace. For example, the new ESOL for Work Qualifications in the UK are designed to help employers and employees access courses which offer them the functional language skills demanded across a variety of employment sectors. Content includes topics such as customer care and health and safety.
2 – Aims of Teaching ESP

        The purpose of teaching ESP is to develop linguistic competences of a specific group of learners in a specific period of time taking into account their language or learning needs. ESP Learners are then, more aware about their learning objectives, the reason why a great number of learning theories in adult learning have showed that adult ESP learners are less interested in learning for the sake of learning, that is to say, they learn to achieve some immediate life goals. In his model of “ need analysis” Munby ( 1978) puts the term” needs” at the centre of ESP where the target situation for which learners are being prepared has to be clearly defined. In the same context, Chambers (1980) states:
By the language I mean the language of the target situation. Thus, needs analysis should be concerned with the establishment of communicative needs and their realizations, resulting from an analysis of the communication in the target situation-what I will refer to from now on as target situation analysis (TSA).
    However, one cannot only talk about target situation analysis without shedding light on needs analysis which is in turn divided into three types such as: First, deficiency analysis, strategy analysis and means analysis ( Alwright, 1982). The first type is concerned with what target situation needs, i.e., what learners lack or feel they lack. The second one emphasizes the learners preferred learning methods and learning strategies. The last type deals with the educational environment where the ESP course takes place. In the same respect, Mayo (2006) stated: “In looking at the target situation, the ESP course designer is asking the question What does the expert communicator need to know in order to function effectively in this situation“”Here, the term learners’ needs can either refer to goal-oriented needs or process-oriented needs. The former is concerned with what the learner wants to do with language, whereas, the latter focuses much more on what the learner needs to do to actually acquire the language.
          Generally speaking, the aim of ESP courses is to develop the learners’ good command of receptive skills (listing and reading) and productive skills (speaking and writing).

3-Basturkmen’s Objectives in Teaching ESP
           The main aim of teaching is to achieve successful learning. So, it is obvious that the teaching process revolves around enabling learners to acquire information in its general sense. With regard to ESP, Basturkmen ( 2006) identified five broad objectives in teaching ESP.( Lamri Chams Eddine, 2016).
3.1- Revealing Subject-Specific Language Use
         One of the most important objectives of teaching ESP is to show learners how language is used differently in the target setting. This much depends on the context where the English language is used, i.e. using English, for example, in the scientific field is totally different from the use of English in the field of social human science.
3.2- Developing Strategic Competence.
        Teaching ESP aims at achieving successful communication and enabling learners to develop their language knowledge in relation to the context of language use. In other words, strategic competence, according to Basturkmen ( 2006)  is the link between the contexts of situation and the language knowledge. It is, then very crucial for ESP learners to master a specific type of English that corresponds with the specific context of use. For instance, medical learners have to master medical English which is a type of English for Science and Technology to achieve successful communication in the field of medicine. Likewise, businessmen and economists are required to know more about English for Business and Economy to communicate efficiently in their field of work or study. 
3.3- Fostering Critical Awareness.
      Teaching ESP aims at making learners conscious and culturally aware of the target situation. This can be linked to the cultural knowledge and affective objectives in Stern‟s (1992) classification”(Basturkmen, 2006). There is much similarity between Stern’s objectives of language education and those of Basturkmen’s for ESP context. Thus, “the teaching /learning process associated to appropriate methodology may result in mastery of language by correctly using it in the context”..(Lamri Chams Eddine, 2016)
3.4- Developing Target Performance Competencies
      ESP is concerned with what learners do with language and the main skills that ESP learners are required to develop so as to be competent. It seeks developing ESP learners certain competencies to fulfill specific precise communicative goals.“This orientation can be categorized as a proficiency objective, according to Stern’s classification (Basturkmen, 2006).
3.5- Teaching Underlying Knowledge
     The aim of teaching ESP is not only developing students’ language skills to enable them to communicate efficiently in the target setting, but it also aims to develop students’ knowledge of fields of study or work. If receptionists are offered an ESP course, undoubtedly, they are supposed to learn more about the requirements of the job, i.e., the duties and responsibilities of front desk workers as well as developing the needed language skills for the workers.“The objective of teaching underlying knowledge can be classified as a cultural knowledge objective, according to Stern’s categorization (1992)”(Basturkmen, 2006).
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