Lesson 5                                               Types of ESP
1-Lesson Description
      The present lesson exposes the different types of ESP and the various classifications and categorizations made by a number of ESP scholars and linguists. 
2-Lesson Objectives
     The main aim of this lesson is to enable learners to know about these types and classifications so as to be able to design effective ESP courses.
3-Lesson Content
 3.1- Introduction
    The development of ESP led to its subdivision into many sub-branches. Researchers such as Dudley-Evans and St. Johns (1998), and Strevens (1988) divided ESP into two main branches: English for Occupational Purposes (EOP) and English for Academic Purposes (EAP).
3.2—English for Academic Purposes (EAP)
      EAP aims at helping learners to study, conduct research or teach. In other words, EAP is a study-oriented branch of ESP (McDonough, 1984) which shows the learner how to study through the medium of English. In the same vein, Robinson (1980: 7) posits: “English for Academic Purposes or study skills, i.e. how to study through the medium of English regardless of the subject matter or of the studies.” In other words, EAP courses seek to help the students specialize in a particular field of study in an educational institution so as to be able to update knowledge and keep abreast of the latest developments in their specialties. This is supported by Kennedy and Bolitho (1984: 4) who write: “EAP is taught generally within educational institutions to students needing English in their studies”. This branch of English language teaching involves the learning of specific skills such as listening to lectures, note taking, reading in the specialized field, writing reports and research articles, taking part in group discussions, maintaining a point of view, interpreting graphs, diagrams and tables, and so on. 
3.3- English for Occupational Purposes (EOP) 
      English may also be required in employment situations; in such a case, its teaching is activity-oriented and this area of ESP is referred to as EOP. In this sense, Kennedy and Bolitho (1984: 4) write: “EOP is taught in a situation in which learners need to use English as part of their work or profession.” Thus, EOP applies more to every day needs of working people. It includes professional purposes in administration, medicine, law and business. To illustrate this point, we may say that a businessman will need English to specialize in commercial language. 
3. 4-EAP vs. EOP
     Robinson (1991: 100) differentiates between EAP and EOP stating: “EAP is thus specific purpose language teaching, differentiated from EOP by the type of learner: future or racticing student as opposed to employee or worker”. Thus, each of these ESP branches can be sub-divided according to the disciplines or occupations with which it is concerned, as shown in the figure below: 
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Figure 2: The two Major Branches of ESP (Flowerdew and Peacock, 2001: 12)
Both of EAP and EOP courses include different types of language training that can precede, follow or be simultaneous with the studies or occupation. This is clearly summarized in the following diagram: 
[image: ]
Figure 3 : Types of ESP Courses (Kennedy and Bolitho, 1984: 5, adapted from Stevens, 1977)

Within EOP, one can find three types of language courses: 
1. -Pre-experience: English courses precede the training.  
1. -Simultaneous: English is learnt during the training. 
1. Post-experience: English learning follows the training.
    When talking about EAP, the language training can be either:
1. Discipline-based where the language training can either takes place before (pre-study) or be simultaneous (in-study) with the specialization.
1. A school-subject, where a distinction is made between independent and integrated language courses. In the former, English is isolated from the other courses whereas in the latter, English is integrated in one or more courses. 

3.5- Hutchinson and Waters’ Classification of ESP
    Today, ESP is taught in overall the scientific and technological fields and is divided by many specialists into different branches. According to Hutchinson and Waters (1987) ESP is broken down into three branches: 
1. English for Science and Technology (EST)
1. English for Business and Economics (EBE)
1. English for Social Studies (ESS).
    Each of the subject areas is further divided into two branches: English for Academic Purposes (EAP) and English for Occupational Purposes (EOP). It should be mentioned that although Hutchinson and Waters (1987) keep the same division in their ELT tree, they state that the distinction made between EAP and EOP is not definite for the simple fact that learners can study and work simultaneously.
Hutchinson and Waters (1987) represent the tree of ELT as follows:
[image: The-Tree-of-ELT-Hutchinson-and-Waters-1987-p-17]
Figure 4: ELT Tree (Hutchinson and Waters, 1987: 17)

3.6- David Carter’s Classification of ESP
David Carter (1983) identifies three types of ESP: 
1. English as a restricted language. 
1. English for Academic and Occupational Purposes. 
1. English with specific topics. 
    According to Carter (1983), the language used by waiters is an example of English as a restricted language. Hence, Mackay and Mountford (1978:5) posite that: 
Knowing a restricted ‘language’ would not allow the speaker to communicate effectively in novel situations, or in contexts outside the vocational environment. English for Academic and Occupational purposes are respective examples of ‘English for Biological studies and English for Technicians’.
       As far as English for Specific topics is concerned, Carter (1983) notes that it is only here where emphasis shifts from purpose to topic. This type of ESP is uniquely concerned with anticipated future English needs of, for example, scientists requiring English for postgraduate reading studies, attending conferences or working in foreign institutions. 
3.7-Classroom Assignment
     The above tree of ELT presents a few examples of ESP courses. Complete the branches at the top, by adding other courses.
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