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What is Word Stress?
   In English, we do not say each syllable with the same force or strength. In one word, we accentuate ONE syllable. We say one syllable very loudly and all the other syllables very quietly.
   This happens in ALL words with 2 or more syllables: TEACHer, JaPAN, CHINa, aBOVE, converSAtion, INteresting, imPORtant, deMAND, etCETera, etCETera, etCETera.
Why is Word Stress Important?
  Word stress is not used in all languages. Some languages, Japanese or French for example, pronounce each syllable with eq-ual em-pha-sis. Other languages, English for example, use word stress.
   Word stress is not an optional extra that you can add to the English language if you want. It is part of the language! English speakers use word stress to communicate rapidly and accurately, even in difficult conditions. If, for example, you do not hear a word clearly, you can still understand the word because of the position of the stress. There are many examples of how word stress helps us understand English. A phone conversation over a bad line, and in which both interlocutors cannot hear each other properly would be enough to evidence the importance of word stress. Let’s say that one of the interlocutors was supposed to talk about a photography or a photographer. In this case the first part of both words would be sufficient to remove any confusion as both of them have different stressed syllables. PHOto... or phoTO... 
Rules of Word Stress in English
Here are some more, rather complicated, rules that can help you understand where to put the stress. 
1) Stress on first syllable
	rule
	example

	Most 2-syllable nouns
	PRESent, EXport, CHIna, TAble

	Most 2-syllable adjectives
	PRESent, SLENder, CLEVer, HAPpy


2)  Stress on last syllable
	rule
	example

	Most 2-syllable verbs
	to preSENT, to exPORT, to deCIDE, to beGIN




3) Stress on penultimate syllable (penultimate = second from end)
	rule
	example

	Words ending in -ic
	GRAPHic, geoGRAPHic, geoLOGic

	Words ending in -sion and -tion
	teleVIsion, reveLAtion


For a few words, native English speakers don't always "agree" on where to put the stress. For example, some people say teleVIsion and others say TELevision. Another example is: CONtroversy and conTROversy.
4) Stress on ante-penultimate syllable (ante-penultimate = third from end)
	rule
	example

	Words ending in -cy, -ty, -phy and -gy
	deMOcracy, dependaBIlity, phoTOgraphy, geOLogy

	Words ending in -al
	CRItical, geoLOGical


5)  Compound words (words with two parts)
	rule
	example

	For compound nouns, the stress is on the first part
	BLACKbird, GREENhouse

	For compound adjectives, the stress is on the second part
	bad-TEMpered, old-FASHioned

	For compound verbs, the stress is on the second part
	to underSTAND, to overFLOW


Bas du formulaire

6) Phrasal Verbs
Phrasal verbs  are generally made up of a verb and preposition. For many of these, correct word stress is especially important as they have compound noun counterparts. Phrasal verbs are stressed on the preposition.

look OUT
let DOWN
turn OFF

Their noun counterparts are stressed on the noun. They are also written as a single word.
LOOKout
LETdown
TURNoff

Note : if a phrasal verb has more than three words, the first preposition gets the stress:

look DOWN on
fed UP with
7) Homographs
Homographs are words which are written the same way but which have different pronunciation. In English, there are many words which have the same spelling, but whose part of speech changes with the word stress.
 Examples: 
record
progress
present
permit
Export
Import
Object 
Contract 






 

