Pollution Definition 
Pollution is the introduction of harmful materials into the environment. These harmful materials are called pollutants. Pollutants can be natural, such as volcanic ash. They can also be created by human activity, such as trash or runoff produced by factories. Pollutants damage the quality of air, water, and land.
Many things that are useful to people produce pollution. Cars spew pollutants from their exhaust pipes. Burning coal to create electricity pollutes the air. Industries and homes generate garbage and sewage that can pollute the land and water. Pesticides—chemical poisons used to kill weeds and insects—seep into waterways and harm wildlife.
All living things—from one-celled microbes to blue whales—depend on Earth’s supply of air and water. When these resources are polluted, all forms of life are threatened.
Pollution is a global problem. Although urban areas are usually more polluted than the countryside,
 The three major types of pollution are air pollution, water pollution, and land pollution.
1) Air Pollution
Sometimes, air pollution is visible. A person can see dark smoke pour from the exhaust pipes of large trucks or factories, for example. More often, however, air pollution is invisible.
Polluted air can be dangerous, even if the pollutants are invisible. It can make people’s eyes burn and make them have difficulty breathing. It can also increase the risk of lung cancer.
Sometimes, air pollution kills quickly. In 1984, an accident at a pesticide plant in Bhopal, India, released a deadly gas into the air. At least 8,000 people died within days. Hundreds of thousands more were permanently injured.
What Causes Air Pollution? 
1. Vehicle Exhaust Fumes.
2. Fossil Fuel-Based Power Plants.
3. Exhaust From Industrial Plants And Factories.
4. Construction And Agricultural Activities.
5. Natural Causes.
6. Household Activities.
Water Pollution
The water they say is life, and indeed they were right. About 70% of the earth is water, which has undeniably become one of our greatest resources. When we were young, we learned about the various ways to conserve water because water is used in almost every important human chores and processes. Water is an essential element in both domestic as well as industrial purposes.
However, a closer inspection of our water resources today gives us a terrible shock. Water is now infested with various wastes ranging from floating plastic bags to chemical waste, converting our water bodies into a pool of poison.
What causes water pollution ? 
· spills or leaks from oil and chemical containers
· trade effluent going into surface water drains instead of foul water drains, or straight into watercourses
· removing too much water from surface waters and groundwater
· run-off containing fertilisers and pesticides from farming into surface waters
· run-off containing salt during winter months
· silt and soil from construction sites and bank erosion on farms
· wash waters and waste products
· fuel spills
· releases of hot water
· spills of food products, eg dairy products and fruit juice.
Land Pollution
Land pollution refers to the deterioration of the earth’s land surfaces, at and below ground level. The cause is the accumulation of solid and liquid waste materials that contaminate groundwater and soil. These waste materials are often referred to as municipal solid waste (MSW), which includes both hazardous and non-hazardous waste.
What causes water pollution ?
Some of main causes of soil pollution include deforestation and consequent erosion, agriculture, industry, mining, landfills and illegal dumping of waste as well as urbanization and construction.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Actions You Can Take to Reduce Air Pollution
· Conserve energy - at home, at work, everywhere.
· Look for the ENERGY STAR label when buying home or office equipment.
· Carpool, use public transportation, bike, or walk whenever possible.
· Follow gasoline refueling instructions for efficient vapor recovery, being careful not to spill fuel and always tightening your gas cap securely.
· Consider purchasing portable gasoline containers labeled “spill-proof,” where available.
· Keep car, boat, and other engines properly tuned.
· Be sure your tires are properly inflated.
· Use environmentally safe paints and cleaning products whenever possible.
· Mulch or compost leaves and yard waste.
· Consider using gas logs instead of wood.



