Functions of Descriptive Adjectives
As the name suggests, the descriptive adjective is a kind of adjective, which is used to describe a noun. It does not only add meaning or provide additional information to a noun, but adds colour to the entire text in general. Adjectives describe and modify nouns.
The underlined words in the sample sentences below are some examples of descriptive adjectives.
She brushed her long brown hair.
You should always eat green leafy vegetables.
The spider has hairy legs.
The old man asked the pretty girl for food.
The extremely bright light almost blinded me.
The attractive person fell off his black horse.
I think he is short for his age.
Some adjectives to describe people mental traits.
1. adaptable capable of fitting a particular situation or use
When Connie's parents divorced, she proved herself adaptable. It was not easy, but she learned how to cope with this big change.
2. adventurous willing to undertake new and daring enterprises
3. affectionate  having or displaying warmth or fondness
4. ambitious having a strong desire for success or achievement
5. compassionate showing or having sympathy for another's suffering
6. considerate showing concern for the rights and feelings of others
7. courageous able to face and deal with danger or fear without flinching
8. courteous characterized by politeness and gracious good manners
9. diligent characterized by care and perseverance in carrying out tasks
10. empathetic showing ready comprehension of others' states
11. frank characterized by directness in manner or speech
12. generous willing to give and share unstintingly
13. gregarious temperamentally seeking and enjoying the company of others
14. intuitive obtained through instinctive knowledge
15. inventive marked by independence and creativity in thought or action
16. passionate having or expressing strong emotions
17. rational having its source in or being guided by the intellect
18. reliable able to be depended on; consistent or steady
19. sensible able to feel or perceive
20. sincere open and genuine; not deceitful
21. sympathetic expressing compassion or friendly fellow feelings
22. unassuming not arrogant
23. witty demonstrating striking cleverness and humour.
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· With a list of common adjectives of attitude at hand, you can effectively describe your surroundings in detail. 
Contemplative: He gave her a contemplative look.
Critical: The supervisor is always very critical.
Disappointed: I am disappointed in your work; it has fallen below your usual standard.
Disdainful: He is highly disdainful of anything to do with the literary establishment.
Disgusted: I am completely disgusted at you.
Dreamy: She had a dreamy look in her eyes.
Encouraging: From time to time, she gave him an encouraging nod.
Energetic: The elderly man is quite energetic.
Enthusiastic: Tom was very enthusiastic about the place.
Excited: I cannot get excited about my job.
Friendly: She has such a kind, friendly personality.
Furious: I was furious when he crashed my car.
Happy:  I have never been as happy as I am now.
Harsh: She was harsh to the servants.
Hateful: She could hardly spit out the hateful words.
Haughty: He spoke in a haughty tone.
Hopeful: I am hopeful that she will come tomorrow.
Humorous:  He was quite humorous, and I liked that about him.
Hurtful: I found some of his comments rather hurtful.
Inflammatory: He gave an inflammatory address to the audience.
Intimate: I cannot tell them my intimate thoughts.
Amused: She kept the children amused for hours.
Angry: You have every justification for feeling angry.
Arrogant: I found him arrogant and rude.
Artificial: She was given artificial respiration and cardiac massage.
Authoritative: David speaks in an authoritative tone.
Brave: He was commended for his brave actions.
Caustic: He opened his mouth to make a caustic retort.
Cheerful: She was always cheerful and outgoing.
Cheery: She gave me a cheery smile.
Childish: The little girl spoke in a high childish voice.
Comical: Her expression is almost comical.
Compassionate: My father was a deeply compassionate man.
Consoling: Michael’s voice was gentle and consoling.
Irreverent: Taylor combined great knowledge with an irreverent attitude to history.
Irritated: She was deeply irritated at being thwarted.
Judgmental: You must try not to be so judgmental about people.
Light-hearted: The children looked light-hearted now that the final exam was over.
Optimistic: He is optimistic about the future.
· You may want to describe a person’s negativity or the negative attitude of a character ; here you are some negative adjectives:
Aggressive- Arrogant  - Dishonest   -Envious  -Greedy  - Hostile  -Indifferent Intolerant  - Irresponsible  -Jealous  -Pessimistic  - Prejudiced  -Prideful  -Resentful Rude –Selfish  -Suspicious  -Thoughtless    -Unemotional  -Untrusting.
Descriptive words for colour can evoke a positive feeling, a negative feeling, or simply express the facts. Certainly, when they have a positive connotation, they are going to express bright and cheery emotions. Let us look:

· Ablaze - Radiant with bright colour
· Beaming - Bright; shining
· Bright - Brilliant in colour
· Brilliant - Vivid; intense
· Colourful - Full of vivid colours
· Dappled - Having a spotted surface
· Deep - Dark
· Electric - Bright; metallic
· Fiery - Burning or glowing like fire
· Flaming - Resembling a flame or fire
· Glistening - Sparkling or shining like glitter
· Glittering - Shining; sparkling
· Glowing - Producing light or warmth
· Harmonious - Colours that blend well together
· Iridescent - Something with rainbow-like colours
· Radiant - Glowing; bright
· When we are met with something overly colourful or drab, we need to find the right words to convey that feeling. 
Ashy - having the colour of ash, pale
Bleak - Gloomy; sombre; not colourful
Colourless - Lacking colour; dull
Dark - Lacking in light
Dim - Not bright
Discoloured - Deprived of colour; given the wrong colour
Drab - A dull, yellowish-brown colour
Muddy - Not clear
Opaque - Incapable of allowing light to pass through
Sombre - Dark; gloomy; dull
Stained - An unwanted spot
Washed-out - Lacking colour; faded
· Words used to describe the state of people’s hair
Bald: with little or no hair on your head
Balding: beginning to lose your hair
Bushy: bushy hair or fur is very thick
Close-cropped: cut very short
Coiffed (OFTEN HUMOROUS): coiffed hair has been carefully arranged in a special style
Flyaway: flyaway hair is very thin and soft, so that it is difficult to keep in a tidy hairstyle
Frizzy: frizzy hair has small tight stiff curls
Hairless: with no hair
Hairy: with a lot of hair
Lank: lank hair is thin and straight
Loose: if your hair is loose, it is not tied in position
Matted: matted hair or fur is twisted or stuck together and usually dirty
Shaggy: long, thick, and untidy
Shoulder-length: shoulder-length hair reaches down to your shoulders
Swept-back: swept-back hair is brushed away from your forehead
Tidy: tidy hair, clothes etc. look good because they are arranged in a nice way
Tousled: tousled hair looks untidy in an attractive way.
· Words used to describe the skin
· Lined skin has many lines on it, which you get as you become older.
· Scabby skin has many scabs on it.
· someone who is spotty has a lot of small red lumps on their skin, especially on their face.
· Skin that is wrinkled has many small lines on it
· Words used to describe someone’s voice.
· Appealing: an appealing look, voice etc. shows that you want help, approval, or agreement.
· If you speak in a brittle voice, you sound as if you are about to cry
· If someone’s voice sounds croaky, he speaks in a low rough voice that sounds as if he has a sore throat.
· If someone’s eyes are dead, or if their voice is dead, they feel or show no emotion.
· A fruity voice or laugh is deep and strong in a pleasant way.
· A grating voice, laugh, or sound is unpleasant and annoying.
· A high-pitched voice or sound is very high.
· Honeyed words or a honeyed voice sound very nice but you cannot trust the person who is speaking.
· A low voice or sound is quiet and difficult to hear.
· Someone with a nasal voice sounds as if they are speaking through their nose.
· A penetrating voice or sound is so high or loud that it makes you slightly uncomfortable.
· A ringing sound or voice is very loud and clear.
· A rough voice is not soft and is unpleasant to listen to.
· A silvery voice or sound is clear, light, and pleasant.
· If your voice is thick with an emotion, it sounds less clear than usual because of the emotion.
· A tight voice or expression shows that you are nervous or annoyed.
 Generally, the adjective order in English is:
1. Quantity or number
2. Quality or opinion
3. Size
4. Age
5. Shape
6. Colour
7. Proper adjective (often nationality, other place of origin, or material)
8. Purpose or qualifier
Examples
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]I love that beautiful, old, big, green antique car that always parked at the end of the street. [quality – age – size – colour – proper adjective]
2. My sister has a big, beautiful, tan and white bulldog. [size – quality – color – color]
3. A wonderful, old, Italian clock. [opinion – age – origin]
4. A big, square, blue box. [dimension – shape – colour]
5. A disgusting, pink, plastic ornament. [opinion – colour – material]
6. Some slim, new, French trousers. [dimension – age – origin]
7. An amazing, new, American movie. [opinion – age – origin]
8. I bought a pair of black, leather shoes. [colour – material]
9. It was made of a strange, green, metallic material.
10. It is a long, narrow, plastic brush
11. Panettone is a round, Italian, bread-like Christmas cake.
12. She was a beautiful, tall, thin, young, black-haired, Scottish woman.
13. What an amazing, little, old, Chinese cup and saucer!

