What are literary devices?
A literary device is a writing technique that writers use to express ideas, convey meaning, and highlight important themes in a piece of text.
The most common literary devices are:
· Imagery
Imagery appeals to readers’ senses through highly descriptive language. It is crucial for any writer hoping to follow the rule of "show, don not tell," as strong imagery truly paints a picture of the scene at hand.
·  Hyperbole
Hyperbole is an exaggerated statement that emphasizes the significance of the statement’s actual meaning. When a friend says, "Oh my god, I have not seen you in a million years," that is hyperbole.
· Metaphor
A metaphor is a figure of speech that describes an object or action in a way that is not literally true, but helps explain an idea or make a comparison. A metaphor is a figure of speech that describes something by saying it is something else.
Examples 
“All religions, arts, and sciences are branches of the same tree.” —Albert Einstein.  In the Einstein quote above, abstract disciplines are described as a tangible object in nature to show how they relate to one another.
· His words cut deeper than a knife.
“A woman barked a warning at her child.” Here, the implied metaphor compares a woman to a dog, without actually mentioning the dog. (implied metaphor)
· Extended metaphor. An extended metaphor is a version of a metaphor that extends over the course of multiple lines, paragraphs, or stanzas of prose or poetry. Extended metaphors build upon simple metaphors with figurative language and more varied, descriptive comparisons.
· Simile
A simile draws resemblance between two things by saying “Thing A is like Thing B,” or “Thing A is as [adjective] as Thing B.” Unlike a metaphor, a similar does not posit that these things are the same, only that they are alike. As a result, it is probably the most common literary device in writing — you can almost always recognize a simile through the use of “like” or “as.”
· As hot as hell
· Swims like a dolphin
· What is the difference between a metaphor and a simile?
Metaphors and similes both compare two different things, but similes use the words “like” or as,” while metaphors do not.
· Personification uses human traits to describe non-human things. It is personhood in figurative language only.
Examples
· Lightning danced across the sky.
· The wind howled in the night.
· My alarm clock yells at me to get out of bed every morning.

· Symbolism
Authors turn to tangible symbols to represent abstract concepts and ideas in their stories.  Symbols typically derive from objects or non-humans — for instance, a dove might represent peace, or raven might represent death.
Examples
· Black is often used to represent death or evil.
· White stands for life and purity.
· Red can symbolize blood, passion, danger, or immoral character.
· Dogs often stand for loyalty or devotion.
· Serpents might symbolize corruption or darkness.
· Tortoises can symbolize perseverance.
· Tone
Tone refers to the overall mood and message of the production. It is established through a variety of means, including voice, characterization, symbolism, and themes. Tone sets the feelings you want your readers to take away from the piece of writing.
Example 
A tone in a passage may be scared, anxious, excited, worried, foolish, depressing, cheerful, lighthearted, regretful, humorous, pessimistic Nostalgic, etc.



· Onomatopoeia
Onomatopoeia is a language that names something or an action by imitating the sound associated with it. They add some reality to the writing. Examples of onomatopoeia include:
· The fireplace heater hissed and cracked.
· The truck engine roared as it climbed the hill.
· The alarm clock buzzed at the time I was going to the bathroom.
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